[bookmark: _Hlk126221900]

St. James Parish Government
COMMUNICATIONS


facebook.com/stjamesparishla www.stjamesla.com
225-264-3309

publicinformation@stjamesla.com



IMMEDIATE RELEASE
July 14th, 2025

St. James Parish Economic Development Board Recognizes July Business of the Month, 
Community Wash
Written by Africa Gordon Price, Daughter of Gary and Veronica Gordon 

Spinning Through Generations: The Heart and Soul of Community Wash

Convent, LA - Along the Main Street railroad tracks in Lutcher, Community Wash has been serving families for more than sixty years.  This family-owned laundromat, fondly known as the “wash-o-mat”, has been a cornerstone of the community - gathering place, a lifeline, and a living testament to the enduring power of family and tradition.

Gary and Veronica Gordon are the current owners. The small business has been in the Gordon family since 1964, when Harold Gordon, Gary’s brother, established the original laundry mat about a block away on Main Street. In the early 1970s, their parents, James and Dorothy Gordon, took over the business. In the early 2000s, sisters – Ruby Gordon Armont and Rudy Gordon Riley- ran the business. Young family members earned pocket change sweeping the floors and folding towels.

The Gordons saw an opportunity not only to start a business, but to provide a service their neighbors desperately needed. From the very beginning, the washateria was more than a business; it was a communal hub. For decades, the patriarch of the family, James Gordon Jr., also operated Gordon’s Barber, which was next door to the laundry mat. Some patrons would wash a load of clothes while also waiting in line for haircuts. Gary, like his father, was a licensed barber and did minor repairs alongside his dad on broken washers and dryers for decades. Gary continues those minor repairs today, gleaning all he can from the out-of-town professional repairmen. 

The front of Lutcher has changed a bit over the decades, but the washateria remains steadfast—a place where stories are shared, friendships are forged, and milestones are celebrated. For many, it’s not just a building; it’s a living repository of the town’s collective memory. Generations of families have woven their lives through the wash-o-mat while their laundry tumbled in the coin-operated machines. Church groups held bake sales and revivals in the parking lot. It was also the prime spot to catch the local Mardi Gras Day parades, a beloved tradition, drawing crowds from neighboring towns across the parish.

“The wash-o-mat is a living symbol of perseverance, compassion, and unity—proof that even the smallest businesses can leave a lasting mark on the heart of a community,” said Gary.
The washateria is like the town square in the black community. It was where you go if you wanted to know what’s going on, who’s getting married, who’s new in town, or just to feel part of something bigger than yourself. 

Community Washateria stands as a reminder of the enduring value of community, service, and family. Under Gary’s leadership, he’s held several giveaways at Christmastime, gifting needed household items, toys, and bikes to families.  He and his family have always been committed to community and helping neighbors. Keeping that legacy alive, ensuring that the business remains a sanctuary for anyone in need of a clean shirt or just a sense of community.

“We wanted to honor our past while investing in our customers,” Gary said. “For us, this washateria isn’t just a business—it’s our family’s gift to our community.”

As another load spins and the familiar hum of machines fills the air, the legacy of the Gordon family continues, one cycle at a time.
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