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June 13th, 2024
Tree Limb Pick Up Services Temporarily Suspended

Convent, LA - June 13th, 2024 - As of July 1st, tree limb pickup services will be temporarily suspended until further notice. All work orders put in by June 30th will be honored. Please call 225-562-2500 by Friday, June 28th, or place a work order online through Sunday, June 30th, at stjamesla.com. 

Stressing the commitment to fulfilling existing obligations, Parish President Pete Dufresne stated, "We will work as long as needed to complete all the work orders that are put in by June 30th. If you’re in need of this service, please put in a work order by calling 225-562-2500 or visiting stjamesla.com.”

The decision to temporarily suspend tree limb pickup services stems from rising costs within the solid waste fund, primarily driven by inflation following the COVID-19 pandemic, and the necessity to reallocate resources that were previously incorrectly charged to the road and bridge fund. Government is experiencing the same rising costs that residents are experiencing in their homes. The solid waste fund is exclusively funded by a quarter cents sales tax. There are no other taxes, including property taxes or ad valorem taxes, that contribute to the solid waste fund.

President Dufresne expressed optimism for a resolution, stating, "While we regret the need to temporarily suspend tree limb pickup, we remain hopeful of finding a sustainable funding solution to reinstate this program in the future. In the event of a hurricane or other natural disaster, tree limb pickup services will be provided."

In response to the funding constraints, adjustments have already been made to the litter abatement program, with the number of designated employees reduced by 50% and operational resources streamlined. 

Operations Director Rick Webre emphasized the necessity of fiscal responsibility, stating, "The only function of solid waste that is being suspended is tree limb service. We are still offering all other services, including both landfills, litter abatement, waste tire disposal, scrap metal disposal, waste container placement, and roll-off trucks to landfills. Until a viable solution is identified, the temporary suspension of tree limb pickup services is unavoidable. We must operate the solid waste fund within our means. It is not fiscally responsible to operate any fund at a loss."

Parish President Pete Dufresne stressed the importance of sufficient funding in the event of a hurricane. He said, “The solid waste fund must have a balance sufficient to pay for initial clean up after a hurricane. It’s illegal to base a contract on a potential FEMA reimbursement because FEMA reimbursements are never guaranteed. We must have the money needed to pay for the initial post-storm clean-up in order to apply for reimbursements. Hurricane Ida cost St. James Parish $4.8 million dollars for debris removal and clean up. We anticipate receiving up to a 90% reimbursement. Don’t forget, we still have to have funding for day-to-day operations while waiting on these funds from FEMA. It can take several years to receive funds from FEMA, and it’s never a 100% reimbursement.”

St. James Parish remains committed to exploring cost-effective solutions while ensuring the efficient allocation of resources to essential services. Updates regarding the resumption of tree limb pickup services will be communicated to residents as developments unfold.
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