Keep St. James Parish Beautiful Board Agenda
St. James Welcome Center
1094 US Highway 61
Gramercy, LA 70052
Monday November 17, 2025  
5:00 p.m. 
I. CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL and MINUTES 
1. Call to order, Pledge, Prayer
2. Roll call-Reading and approval of minutes of previous meeting-Secretary (MINUTES ARE ATTACHED)
3. Introduce any guests.
II. OLD BUSINESS. 
1. Arbor day tree planting, January 16, 2026, at District 7 Park and St. James Parish Courthouse Convent.
2. Grant youth and business participation in KSJB. Reports and what do we still have to do. Victoria
3. Recycling available and future plans. New signs and holders- Keri
4. Report on Shredding event October 25th. Electronic recycling November 22 at Winn Dixie Gramercy.
5. Trash cans for West Bank- Gilder
6. Election of officers needs to be set.
III. NEW BUSINESS  

1.Koch Methanol Grant for tree planting. Ken
2. Budget discussion (need written budget) and planning for the future. Who will serve on this committee?
3. Agenda items for the year. -ALL
4. Report to parish council December. Need for 2 members to be nominated. -Ken
5. Circle of Excellence funds, what to do with these funds? 
5. Youth component implementation. Next steps.
6. Plan out program for tree planting.
7. Parish President request for help with beautification projects.
8. December meeting?


COMMITTEE REPORTS

 1. Recycling -Keri
 2. Litter abatement -Beverly
 3. Beautification- Gilder
 4. Education-Barbara 
 5. Grants-Victoria Henry
 6. Publicity- Need someone to become Bonne’ Bonfire and do regular articles.

V. COMMENTS FROM BOARD MEMBERS 

VI. ADJOURNMENT















2026 Proposed budget for Keep St. James Beautiful

Expenses

	Ag Day Supplies (2 Ag Days)						$1,000
	Beautification Projects supplies						$3,000
	Advertisement boards, etc.						$1,200
	Trash Bash Supplies and event						$1,500
	Recycling supplies and materials						$1,000
	New grant supplies							$5,000					_________
							Total			$12,700


Income
   	Parish allocation
	Grants
	Donations								
										_________

										$12,700
















  RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS FOR THE KEEP ST. JAMES BEAUTIFUL BOARD TAKEN AT A REGULAR MEETING HELD MONDAY OCTOBER 20, 2025
I. CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL and MINUTES 
Call to order, Pledge, Prayer:  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Ken Guidry at 5:15 pm at the St. James Parish Welcome Center, Lutcher, LA. The Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of silent reflection was led by the Chairman.
Present were Ken Guidry, Chairman, Board members- Barbara Wood, Gilder Spellman, Keri Walker, Rachael Schexnayder. Absent: Beverly Dumas, Darlene Riley, Aleitha Steib
The minutes from the August meeting were read and Keri made a motion that we accept them as read, seconded by Barbara. Motion carried
II. OLD BUSINESS. 
7. Stipend for board members: Ken reported that the request for a stipend was presented to the council and that a decision was not determined. He reported that only two committees in the parish get a stipend but many are not.  
8. Tree planting: This project will take place at the District 7 park and the Convent courthouse. It was proposed that we plant the trees at the courthouse on LA arbor day on January 16th. The other plantings can be held the same day or any other day. Koch Methanol has offered to sponsor the tree planting project. Ken suggested that we plant smaller trees at the park because they grow faster and that we plant larger ones at the courthouse. Victoria Henry made a suggestion that we plant 4 large oak trees at the courthouse and dedicate each one to our four past and present parish presidents. 
9. Grant youth and business participation in KSJB. Victoria Henry reported that we have 7 restaurants signed up to participate in the Clean Biz grant project. A motion was made by Rachael that we write the same grant again for next year. Barbara seconded the motion, motion carried.
10. Recycling: Keri reported that a local volunteer has made sturdy signs for the recycling collection site. She said that they are working out well. She said that she mentioned having some frames made for the super sacks to Osprey and they discouraged her from doing that because they have some that we can use. We may make our own out of PVC pipes. 
11. State Conference: Ken, Keri and Gilder attended. Ken reported that we received the Circle of Excellence Award with a $500.00 stipend. He also reported that there’s a Greener Grounds grant that we should apply for to be used to assist in keeping the grounds at the bonfire festival in order. Gilder shared her experience at the conference as being a positive one. She shared the contact information for a person who could assist in grant writing and will share the information with Victoria. She also reported that Love the Boot week is April 18-26, 2026. Keri reported that she learned of an opportunity to attend a workshop regarding mural grants sponsored by the Division of the Arts. She attended the day and a half workshop and only those attending can apply for the grant. She explained that we have to put up 5000.00 of our money and the state will contribute 10,000.00 towards the project. She and Ken had ideas where in the parish they could envision a mural being painted. The deadline for the grant is November 13th. Rachael made a motion that we use 5000.00 of our funds so we can qualify for the grant. Gilder seconded the motion, motion carried. 
III. NEW BUSINESS
1. Recognition of winners from T-shirt contest. We recognized the winners from the tee shirt art contest and thanked them for participating in the event. 
2. Agenda items for the year: Gilder asked that keep in mind that we should apply for the trashcan grant next year since we missed this year’s deadline. Another suggestion was to add junior members of our committee, one from each high school. 
3. New officers: we will revisit this idea after the parish president appoints a new member.
4. Circle of Excellence award: We received $500 as part of the award. We’ll need to determine how we want to spend the stipend.
5. Youth component of KSJPB mission: We will provide coloring books, colors or markers at the Veterans Day program on November 6th to spread the word about keeping our parish clean. Keri also mentioned that she can give some out at the Night Out Against Crime event tomorrow night. 
6. Shredding event: The shredding project date is October 25th from 8-11 in the Winn Dixie parking lot. Ken encouraged everyone to spread the word this week and share it on social media. We pay the company $500.00 for their service so we want it to be a worthwhile investment. 
7. Electronic Recycling: November 22, 2025 from 8-11 at the Winn Dixie parking lot. 
8. Report to parish council will be soon, possibly early December.
9. Darlene Riley joined us at the end of the meeting to report that she will no longer serve on the board.
COMMITTEE REPORTS- 

1. Recycling: Keri
2. Litter abatement: Beverly 
3. Beautification: Gilder
4. Education: Barbara 
5. Grants: Victoria Henry 
6. Publicity – we need someone to become Bonne’ Bonfire and do regular articles 

V. COMMENTS FROM BOARD MEMBERS: 

VI. ADJOURNMENT

Rachael made a motion to adjourn, and it was seconded by Darlene. Meeting adjourned at 6:15.

  


 
