Keep St. James Parish Beautiful Board Agenda
St. James Welcome Center
1094 US Highway 61
Gramercy, LA 70052
Monday August 18, 2025  
5:00 p.m. 
I. CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL and MINUTES 
1. Call to order, Pledge, Prayer
2. Roll call-Reading and approval of minutes of previous meeting-Secretary (MINUTES ARE ATTACHED)
3. Introduce any guests.
II. OLD BUSINESS. 
1. Stipend discussion- brought to council-. Darlene
2. Tree planting (still in works)
3. Grant youth and business participation in KSJB. Reports and what do we still have to do. Victoria
4. Recycling available and future plans. Keri
5. State conference
6. Trash cans for West Bank
III. NEW BUSINESS  

1. Budget discussion (need written budget) and planning for the future. 
2. Agenda items for the year.
3. Do we want to set a vote for new officers?
4. Circle of Excellence, we are up for this award. $500 attached to the award.
5. Youth component for us. How do we start this.
6.Electronic recycling and shredding event. Will we do again? Set date.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

 1. Recycling -Keri
 2. Litter abatement -Beverly
 3. Beautification- Gilder
 4. Education-Barbara 
 5. Grants-Victoria Henry
 6. Publicity- Need someone to become Bonne’ Bonfire and do regular articles.

V. COMMENTS FROM BOARD MEMBERS 

VI. ADJOURNMENT















2026 Proposed budget for Keep St. James Beautiful

Expenses

	Ag Day Supplies (2 Ag Days)						$1,000
	Beautification Projects supplies						$3,000
	Advertisement boards, etc.						$1,200
	Trash Bash Supplies and event						$1,500
	Recycling supplies and materials						$1,000
	New grant supplies							$5,000					_________
							Total			$12,700


Income
   	Parish allocation
	Grants
	Donations								
										_________

										$12,700
















  



RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS FOR THE KEEP ST. JAMES BEAUTIFUL BOARD TAKEN AT A REGULAR MEETING HELD MONDAY JULY 21, 2025
I. CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL and MINUTES 
Call to order, Pledge, Prayer:  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Ken Guidry at 5:15 pm at the St. James Parish Welcome Center, Lutcher, LA. The Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of silent reflection was led by the Chairman.
Present were Ken Guidry, Chairman, Board members- Barbara Wood, Gilder Spellman, Beverly Dumas, Keri Walker, Rachael Schexnayder. Absent: Aleithe Steib and Darlene Riley
Guests: Rose Strickland from St. James Parish Economic Development department and Mary Kleibert, former board member
The minutes from the May meeting were read and Keri made a motion that we accept them as read, seconded by Beverly. Motion carried
II. OLD BUSINESS. 
1. Ethics certifications are part of your appointment to this board, you should go to the SOS website as soon as possible to complete the process. Rose reported that all members have completed the process.
2. Stipend for board members: Darlene was absent and there was no new information about this matter.
3. Tree planting: This project was deferred to the fall but will take place at the District 7 park, Gramercy park and the Convent courthouse. Beverly will visit the site at District 7 park with Donald Nash to determine the location of the planting. 
4. Grant youth and business participation in KSJB. Victoria was not at the meeting so we don’t have any more details regarding the grant project. 
5. Recycling: Keri reported that the glass dumpster is gone and is working on a way to make “lids” for the super sacks. We are now collecting glass in trash cans until the dumpster is returned. Osprey is picking up the trash cans in the meantime. 
6. Litter cameras: we didn’t get the grant for the litter cameras but the Sheriff’s office has cameras that can be used in litter problem sites throughout the parish. 
7. Litter index report: Gilder, Beverly, Mary, and Darlene participated while Ken drove them around the parish. She reported that the parish is cleaner than in the past. This year’s score was 1.3 as opposed to last year’s score of 1.8. She suggested that we ask the parish to address the problem spots such as the canal at the I10 interchange and the drainage ditch along the road leading to the Montessori school. 
III. NEW BUSINESS
1. Budget discussion and planning for the future: We can spend up to $12,700 including allocations from the parish, grants, Koch and Nucor donations and in-kind donation of Osprey collecting recyclable items. Ken will meet with Chantel to discuss the proposed budget in the near future. 
2. Agenda items for the year: there were no comments. If you have any ideas, email or text Ken.
3. Trash can grants for West bank: grants will be available later this year. We’ll need to identify trouble spots on the west bank that are in need of trash cans. 
4. New officers: we will revisit this idea after the parish president appoints a new member.
5. KLB State Conference on September 22-24 in Baton Rouge. Ken reminded members to let Rose know if they are going to attend because there’s a discount if registered by Thursday. Keri, Ken and Gilder plan to attend. The National KAB conference will be in New Orleans in the spring. 
6. Circle of Excellence award: We have received this award each year and should receive it again this year. We receive $500 as part of the award. Someone from the parish office inputs the necessary information in order for us to receive this award each year. With Audrey retiring, someone will need to be trained on how to input the necessary reports for KSJPB. 
7. We’ll need to figure out a way to incorporate the youth of our parish when we host our annual clean-up day. In the past, each 4-H club in the parish cleaned up their own school and those figures were included in our annual report. This would help us be recognized for getting the youth of the parish involved in the clean- up of the parish. 
8. Gilder asked about locating super sacks at the parish transfer station on the west bank since they are not at the Vacherie library anymore. Keri said that she’d have to check with Rick Weber to see if the parish would pick up the sacks and transfer them to the Lutcher library. Gilder made a motion that we’d provide supersacks at the transfer station if approved by the parish and Barbara seconded it. Motion carried.
COMMITTEE REPORTS- 

1. Recycling: Keri
2. Litter abatement: Beverly 
3. Beautification: Gilder
4. Education: Barbara 
5. Grants: Victoria Henry 
6. Publicity – we need someone to become Bonne’ Bonfire and do regular articles 

V. COMMENTS FROM BOARD MEMBERS: 

VI. ADJOURNMENT

Keri made a motion to adjourn, and it was seconded by Gilder. Meeting adjourned at 6:05.




