Keep St. James Parish Beautiful Board Agenda
St. James Welcome Center
1094 US Highway 61
Gramercy, LA 70052
Monday April 21, 2025  
5:00 p.m. 
I. CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL and MINUTES 
1. Call to order, Pledge, Prayer
2. Roll call-Reading and approval of minutes of previous meeting-Secretary (MINUTES ARE ATTACHED)
3. Introduce new board member- Aleitha Steib, guests. District 1 Councilman Todd Poche
II. OLD BUSINESS. 
1. Ethics certifications are part of your appointment to this board, as soon as possible you should go to the SOS website and complete. This year should be completed by April. Ken
2. Stipend discussion- brought to council- No response yet. Darlene
3. Tree planting (in works)
4. Grants have been awarded for beautification at Welcome Center and youth and business participation in KSJB. Reports and what do we still have to do.
5. April 5 parish wide clean-up day. Report
6. Ag Day at the Fast Food Farm Report
7. Recycling available and future plans. Keri
III. NEW BUSINESS  

1. Budget discussion and planning for the future. 
2. New grant for $5,000 has been awarded to us. To get youth and the economic development businesses to help us in our mission. What needs to be done? Victoria
3. Need motions to -!. Spend grant money to buy t-shirts and water bottles Not to exceed $2000.
	2.Purchase supplies for youth activities from St. James Nursery (not to exceed $100.)
4.Agenda items for the year.
5. Do we want to set a vote for new officers?
Need new members, can you contact the board member who asked you to serve and get them to talk to those who need to appoint a member.



COMMITTEE REPORTS

 1. Recycling -Keri
 2. Litter abatement -Beverly
 3. Beautification- Gilder
 4. Education-Barbara 
 5. Grants-Victoria Henry
 6. Publicity- Need someone to become Bonne’ Bonfire and do regular articles.

V. COMMENTS FROM BOARD MEMBERS 

VI. ADJOURNMENT















2025 Proposed budget for Keep St. James Beautiful

Expenses

	Ag Day Supplies (2 Ag Days)						$1,000
	Beautification Projects supplies						$3,000
	Advertisement boards, etc.						$1,200
	Trash Bash Supplies and event						$1,500
	Recycling supplies and materials						$1,000
	New grant supplies							$5,000					_________
							Total			$12,700


Income
   	Parish allocation
	Grants
	Donations								
										_________

										$12,700















RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS FOR THE KEEP ST. JAMES BEAUTIFUL BOARD TAKEN AT A REGULAR MEETING HELD MONDAY MARCH 17, 2025
I. CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL and MINUTES 
Call to order, Pledge, Prayer:  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Ken Guidry at 5:00 pm at the St. James Parish Welcome Center, Lutcher, LA. The Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of silent reflection was led by the Chairman.
Ken recognized out newest board member, Keri Walket, representing district 4.
Present were Ken Guidry, Chairman, Board members-Rachael Schexnayder, Barbara Wood, Gilder Spellman, Darlene Riley, Keri Walker.  Absent: Beverly Dumas
Guests: Audrey Temple and Rose Strickland, both from St. James Parish Economic Development department.
The minutes from the February meeting were read and Darlene made a motion that we accept them as read, seconded by Barbara. Motion carried
II. OLD BUSINESS. 
8. Ken reminded all to complete their ethics certification by as soon as possible and it should be completed by April. Rose shared the written step by step instructions on how to complete the certification with board members. 
9. Stipend for board members: We have not heard about the status of the proposed stipends from the parish council.
10. Tree planting: This project was deferred to the fall but will take place at the District 7 park and the Convent courthouse. 
11. A KLB beautification grant has been implemented at the Welcome Center. We are still waiting to be reimbursed fully for this project. We’re hoping to get it after the April 5th cleanup date. 
12. April 5th, parish wide cleanup day. Vests and pickers will be handed out on both sides of the river. Nucor will supply gloves. Refillable water bottles will be distributed to volunteers. Gilder and Beverly will hand out supplies on the west bank at the health unit parking lot. The east bank supplies will be distributed by the rest of the committee at the Welcome center. We need 10 new organizations/families to sign up with KLB this year to participate in the cleanup. This is a necessary component of the grant that was awarded to KSJPB by KLB. 
III. NEW BUSINESS
1. Recycling: Keri reported that the glass still has not been picked up. One of the reasons that it hasn’t been picked up is the hesitation of the local person driving down narrow streets in New Orleans with a dumpster this size. Keri reported that it is a possibility that it may be able to be delivered to St. Bernard parish. Since our last meeting, Osprey made one pick up of plastics, tin and some glass. 
2. We have been awarded a 5000.00 grant through KLB. The grant will get youth and small businesses in the parish to help us in our mission. Keri will host a kickoff of the grant project this summer at the library and will work with the youth of the parish. 

3. New agenda items: Ken advised the committee to send him any new ideas for projects that we’re interested in implementing this year. 

4. We need new members. Ken asked members to contact the councilman/woman who appointed them and express an urgent need to get more members appointed to the board. 

5. Ag Day will be April 16th for all 1-3 graders in the parish. Ken asked for volunteers to hand out items to the students attending to promote our mission to youth of the parish. 
6. Ken announced that there will be a household hazardous materials collection day on April 5th. St. James, St. Charles, and St. John parishes will participate. The collection sites will be in Laplace and St. Charles parish.
COMMITTEE REPORTS- 

1. Recycling: Keri
2. Litter abatement: Beverly 
3. Beautification: Darlene and Gilder: Darlene reported that she has taken photos of blighted property in Lutcher in hopes of bringing it to the attention of elected officials to have something done to clean up these areas. We also discussed a need for welcome signs in Vacherie as people enter the parish on highway 20 and near the Sunshine bridge. After the road construction projects are completed, it will be addressed then.
4. Education: Barbara 
5. Grants: Victoria Henry 
6. Publicity – we need someone to become Bonne’ Bonfire and do regular articles 

V. COMMENTS FROM BOARD MEMBERS: 

VI. ADJOURNMENT

Keri made a motion to adjourn and it was seconded by Darlene. Meeting adjourned at 6:00.

SIGNED:____________________________________________________________Rachael Schexnayder
	


	_____________________________________________________________Kenneth Guidry





  

