Keep St. James Parish Beautiful Board Agenda
St. James Welcome Center
1094 US Highway 61
Gramercy, LA 70052
Monday February 17, 2025  
5:00 p.m. 
I. CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL and MINUTES 
1. Call to order, Pledge, Prayer
2. Roll call-Reading and approval of minutes of previous meeting-Secretary (MINUTES ARE ATTACHED)
3. Introduce any guests.
II. OLD BUSINESS. 
1. Ethics certifications are part of your appointment to this board, as soon as possible you should go to the SOS website and complete. This year should be completed by April.
2. Stipend discussion- to be brought to council- Darlene 
3. Tree planting (in works)
4. Grants have been awarded for beautification at Welcome Center and youth and business participation in KSJB. Reports and what do we still have to do.
III. NEW BUSINESS  

1.Recycling available, how do we continue and expand. 
2. Budget discussion and planning for the future. 
3. State conference- OCTOBER 23-24 Crown Plaza, Baton Rouge. Repo
4. New grant for $5,000 has been awarded to us. To get youth and the economic development businesses to help us in our mission. What needs to be done?
5.Agenda items for the year.
6. Clean-up date and signing up for Love the Boot week. (April5?) Co-sponsors?



COMMITTEE REPORTS

 1. Recycling -Keri
 2. Litter abatement -Beverly
 3. Beautification- Gilder
 4. Education-Barbara 
 5. Grants-Victoria Henry
 6. Publicity- Need someone to become Bonne’ Bonfire and do regular articles.

V. COMMENTS FROM BOARD MEMBERS 

VI. ADJOURNMENT















2025 Proposed budget for Keep St. James Beautiful

Expenses

	Ag Day Supplies (2 Ag Days)						$1,000
	Beautification Projects supplies						$3,000
	Advertisement boards, etc.						$1,200
	Trash Bash Supplies and event						$1,500
	Recycling supplies and materials						$1,000
	New grant supplies							$5,000					_________
							Total			$12,700


Income
   	Parish allocation
	Grants
	Donations								
										_________

										$12,700





















  
RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS FOR THE KEEP ST. JAMES BEAUTIFUL BOARD TAKEN AT A REGULAR MEETING HELD MONDAY DECEMBER 16, 2024
I. CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL and MINUTES 
Call to order, Pledge, Prayer:  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Ken Guidry at 6:00 pm at the St. James Parish Welcome Center, Lutcher, LA. The Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of silent reflection was led by the Chairman.
Present were Ken Guidry, Chairman, Board members-Rachael Schexnayder, Beverly Dumas, Barbara Wood, Gilder Spellman, Marvis Brown and Darlene Riley.  Absent: Paul Beier 
The minutes from the October meeting were read and Beverly made a motion that we accept them as read, seconded by Darlene. Motion carried
II. OLD BUSINESS. 
5. Ken reminded all to complete their ethics certification or they would be removed from the board. Next year, the certification must be completed by March.
6. Stipend for board members: We need to present the proposal to the board during our annual report this week., December 18th. 
7. Tree planting 
a. Tree planting will be on January 17th, Arbor day. Tree planting will be at the courthouse in Convent and 7th district park in Vacherie.
b. A motion was made by Beverly to spend up to $500 for tree planting. Marvis seconded the motion, motion carried. 
8. Shred/recycle event was held November 16th at the Vacherie Health Unit. Marvis, Ken and Rachael were there to collect the donations. It costs a total of $1500 for both services. LA Federal Credit Union donated $200 to defray the cost of the event. One ton of electronics were recycled along with 35 – 64 gallons of paper products.
9. Grant has been awarded for beautification at Welcome Center. A watering system was installed with the plants during the project implementation. KSJPB committee was recognized during the dedication ceremony.
a. III. NEW BUSINESS
1. Recycling is still available but Keri needs help in coordinating pick up of recyclables. 
2. Budget review: Ken presented a proposed budget and a few additions were made. He will reevaluate cost/expenditures and adjust it accordingly. We’ll invite Chantell Waguespack to our January meeting to discuss the proposed budget.
3. State Conference: October 23 and 24th, Crown Plaza, Baton Rouge. Ken and Gilder attended. Gilder reported that they attended some very interesting presentations on recycling and beautification projects we could possibly implement in our parish. Most presentations involved the importance of limited use of plastic items and how these items get into the water supply. She mentioned that she was inspired by the conference and how she has a better insight of what KLB stands for. 
4. Meeting time:  Darlene made a motion to change the meeting time to 5:00 and Gilder seconded it, motion carried. Darlene made a motion to move the meeting in January to the 27th because of the Martin Luther King holiday on the normal meeting night. Marvis seconded the motion, motion carried.
5. We have applied for a grant through KLB. The grant will get youth and small businesses in the parish to help us in our mission. There are three components to the grant:
a. Youth involvement: they will design posters for advertisement and tee shirts. Library programs and Ag days will be the avenue for youth volunteers to teach about recycling/beautification in the parish.
b. 10 businesses will agree to be part of “Clean Biz”.
c. Passports will be stamped as citizens visit the businesses which are part of the “Clean Biz” and after getting so many stamps, rewards will be issued. 
6. Ken recognized Marvis for her many years of service on the board. He commended her for being such a committed, faithful volunteer. She is stepping down from the board after this meeting. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS- 


1. Recycling: Keri
2. Litter abatement: Beverly 
3. Beautification: Darlene and Gilder, Our fall project will be planting live oaks in front of the courthouse in Convent 
4. Education: Barbara 
5. Grants: Victoria Henry 
6. Publicity – we need someone to become Bonne’ Bonfire and do regular articles 

V. COMMENTS FROM BOARD MEMBERS: 

VI. ADJOURNMENT

Marvis made a motion to adjourn and it was seconded by Barbara. Meeting adjourned at 7:05.











