
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 

COUNCIL OF THE PARISH OF ST. JAMES, STATE OF LOUISIANA 

TAKEN AT A REGULAR MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2013 

 

 

The Council of the Parish of St. James, State of Louisiana, met in regular session in the Council Chambers of the Parish Courthouse Annex in 

Vacherie, Louisiana, on Wednesday, November 20, 2013, at 6:30 p.m. 

 
On roll call, the following were recorded present: Councilmen Alvin St. Pierre, Jr., Terry McCreary, Ralph Patin, Charles Ketchens, Kendricks 

Brass and Chairman James Brazan. Councilman Jason Amato was absent. 

 
Those also in attendance were: Angele Rodrigue, Council Secretary; Timothy P. Roussel, Parish President; Eric Deroche, Director of Emergency 

Preparedness; Michelle Octave, Director of Human Resources; Ashley Poche, Assistant Director of Finance; Jody Chenier, Director of 

Operations; and Bruce Mohon, Legal Advisor. 
 

Councilman St. Pierre offered the invocation and Councilman Ketchens led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
The Honorable James Brazan, Chairman, duly convened the Council of the Parish of St. James, State of Louisiana, and stated that the Council 

was ready for the transaction of business.   

 

MINUTES 

 

On a motion offered by Councilman Brass and seconded by Councilman Ketchens, the minutes of the November 6, 2013 meeting were approved 
as distributed, and the reading of these minutes dispensed with. 

 

DISBURSEMENT REPORT 

 

The Disbursement Report for October 2013, totaling $2,374,728.48, was approved on a motion offered by Councilman St. Pierre and seconded by 
Councilman McCreary. 

 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT   
 

President Roussel began his report by informing the Council that a final decision on the alignment of the West Shore Lake Pontchartrain 

Hurricane Protection Levee Study could be announced by Friday and he will notify the Council once he receives the announcement. He informed 
the Council that he, along with Councilman St. Pierre, Mr. Chenier and Mr. Donadieu, will be traveling to Washington DC on December 2 and 3 

to take part in the River Region Chamber DC Fly-in that was rescheduled due to the government shutdown in early October. President Roussel 

then provided the Council with information and/or updates on the following: Nation Flood Insurance Program; Veterans Day celebration on 
November 10; DHR Toy and Coat Drive on December 19; the District 7 walking track; the Health Unit parking lot; proposed ordinance regarding 

fire suppression. He then shared his concerns for the safety of parish residents with the loading, unloading and shipping of crude oil by rail in St. 

James Parish, especially with the recent rail accidents in Alabama and Canada, and commented on a proposed ordinance focusing on rail and tank 
car safety, as well as the blocking of railroad crossings in St. James Parish. President Roussel announced new grant funding received for 

improving substandard housing; reminded the Council of the special budget meeting on November 21, at 6 p.m., at the Lutcher Senior Center; 

garbage schedule for Thanksgiving; request by Keep St. James Beautiful Board Chairman Pam Poche regarding attendance of board members 
appointed by councilmen. President Roussel thanked the Boat Club and Ebenezer Lodge #70 for their participation in the Thanksgiving Dinners 

for parish senior citizens. In closing, President Roussel wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving. 

 
PRESENTATIONS AND PUBLIC COMMENT - None. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED  
 

The Council received letters regarding the proposed Wolverine Terminal in Paulina from Wilson Malbrough, David and Debra Laiche and David 

Lambert that were read aloud by Secretary Rodrigue. 
 

APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS  
 
Councilman St. Pierre offered and moved for adoption RESOLUTION 13-171, A RESOLUTION APPOINTING LOUIS KLIEBERT AS 

THE PARISH PRESIDENT’S REPRESENTATIVE TO THE RIVER PARISHES TOURIST COMMISSION. Councilman McCreary 

offered a second, and the resolution was unanimously adopted. 
 

OLD BUSINESS  
 

ORDINANCE 13-16, AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE REVISION OF THE FISCAL YEAR 2013 BUDGET OF THE PARISH OF 

ST. JAMES, STATE OF LOUISIANA, having undergone the hearing process, was then offered and moved for adoption by Councilman 

McCreary and seconded by Councilman Patin.  After a unanimous roll call vote with Amato absent, the ordinance was adopted. 
 

Councilman St. Pierre offered and moved for adoption RESOLUTION 13-172, A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE BID OF HCI 

CONSTRUCTION GROUP, INC. FOR THE INSTALLATION OF CULVERTS AND DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS WITHIN THE 

TOWN OF GRAMERCY. The resolution was seconded by Councilman Ketchens and unanimously adopted. 

 

NEW BUSINESS  
 

RESOLUTION 13- 173, A RESOLUTION RESCHEDULING THE JANUARY 1, 2014 MEETING OF THE ST. JAMES PARISH 

COUNCIL TO JANUARY 8, 2014, was offered and moved for adoption by Councilman Ketchens. Councilman McCreary provided a second, 
and the resolution was unanimously adopted. 

 

Councilman St. Pierre offered and moved for adoption RESOLUTION 13-174, A RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE ACCEPTANCE 

OF WORK PERFORMED BY CENTRAL ELECTRIC OF MONROE, WEST MONROE, LOUISIANA, INC. IN ACCORDANCE 

WITH THE CERTIFICATE OF SUBSTANTIAL COMPLETION FOR THE EMERGENCY GENERATOR AT THE GRAMERCY 

WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITY.  The resolution was seconded by Councilman McCreary and unanimously adopted. 

 

RESOLUTION 13-175, A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PARISH PRESIDENT TO APPLY FOR FUNDING FROM THE 

LOUISIANA OFFICE OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, LOCAL GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM, FOR 

IMPROVEMENTS TO THE PARKING LOT AREA AT THE PARISH COURTHOUSE IN CONVENT, LA, was offered and moved for 

adoption by Councilman McCreary. Councilman Patin provided a second, and the resolution was unanimously adopted. 
 

Councilman Patin offered and moved for adoption RESOLUTION 13-176, A RESOLUTION OPPOSING THE PROPOSED SITE OF 

WOLVERINE TERMINALS, LLC AT THE ADM FACILITY IN PAULINA, LA.  The resolution was seconded by Councilman McCreary 
and adopted, with Amato absent and Brass and Brazan opposed. 

 

RESOLUTION 13-177, A RESOLUTION ORDERING AND CALLING SPECIAL ELECTIONS TO BE HELD IN (i) 

CONSOLIDATED ROAD LIGHTING DISTRICT NO. 3A OF THE PARISH OF ST. JAMES, STATE OF LOUISIANA AND (ii) THE 

PARISH OF ST. JAMES, STATE OF LOUISIANA, TO AUTHORIZE THE LEVY OF SPECIAL TAXES THEREIN; MAKING 

APPLICATION TO THE STATE BOND COMMISSION IN CONNECTION THEREWITH; AND PROVIDING FOR OTHER 

MATTERS IN CONNECTION THEREWITH, was offered and moved for adoption by Councilman McCreary. Councilman St. Pierre 

provided a second, and the resolution was unanimously adopted. 

 



After questions posed by councilmen were answered by President Roussel and South LA Methanol CEO Barry Williamson, Councilman 

Ketchens offered and moved for adoption RESOLUTION 13-178, A RESOLUTION REQUESTING A 15-DAY TIME EXTENSION FOR 

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE ISSUANCE OF AIR PERMITS BY THE LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL 

QUALITY FOR SOUTH LOUISIANA METHANOL, LP.  The resolution was seconded by Councilman St. Pierre and unanimously adopted. 

 

PROPOSED ORDINANCE 13-18, AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE INCURRING OF DEBT AND ISSUANCE OF TWO 

MILLION FIVE HUNDRED THIRTY THOUSAND DOLLARS ($2,530,000) OF GENERAL OBLIGATION REFUNDING BONDS OF 

THE PARISH OF ST. JAMES, STATE OF LOUISIANA; PRESCRIBING THE FORM, TERMS AND CONDITIONS THEREOF AND 

PROVIDING FOR THE PAYMENT THEREOF; AWARDING SUCH BONDS TO THE PURCHASERS THEREOF; AND 

PROVIDING FOR OTHER MATTERS IN CONNECTION THEREWITH, was introduced on a motion offered by Councilman St. Pierre 

and seconded by Councilman McCreary. After a unanimous roll call vote with Amato absent, the introduction of the ordinance was accepted and 
ordered filed with the Secretary for public inspection and publication of Notice of Public Hearing, which was scheduled for 6:15 p.m., 

Wednesday, December 4, 2013, in the Council Chambers of the Parish Courthouse in Convent. 

 

COUNCILMEN’S REPORT 

 

COUNCILMAN BRASS – Councilman Brass told the residents of Paulina that he supports their efforts in fighting this facility and his only 
objection is in singling out this particular development. He pledged his commitment to moving forward with the Master Plan to ensure that 

industrial developments are located in designated industrial areas. Councilman Brass commended and congratulated the St. James High School 

football team, coaches and players on their victory last Friday and wishes them the best on their home play-off game this Friday. Upon 
questioning, Councilman Brass received an update from Mr. Chenier on the Coastal Zone agenda and evacuation streets. Councilman Brass 

would like to meet next week with Mr. Chenier and the railroad to discuss the Magnolia Heights drainage project. 

 
COUNCILMAN KETCHENS – Councilman Ketchens recognized Charles Nailor, President of the School Board, and James Jasmin, member 

of the Lafourche Levee Board. In closing, Councilman Ketchens wished everyone a safe and Happy Thanksgiving. 

 

COUNCILMAN PATIN – Councilman Patin thanked Mr. Chenier for the Wolverine resolution, thanked the residents opposing Wolverine 

Terminal and thanked his fellow councilmen for their support of this resolution. 
 

COUNCILMAN MCCREARY – Councilman McCreary recognized Dianne Cantillo, District 3 School Board Member, and he extended his 

congratulations to Superintendent Luce on being named Louisiana Superintendent of the Year and wished him well in national competition. 
 

COUNCILMAN AMATO – Councilman Amato was absent. 

 
COUNCILMAN ST. PIERRE – Upon questioning, Councilman St. Pierre received an update from Mr. Chenier on the Gramercy Drainage 

Project. He thanked the Parish on behalf of the town of Gramercy for the emergency generator and the Boat Club for hosting the East Bank 

Senior Citizen Thanksgiving Dinner. Councilman St. Pierre shared his comments on the South LA Methanol community meeting last Thursday 
and the 15 day extension on the air permits. Regarding the Master Plan, Councilman St. Pierre shared his comments and said he looks forward to 

early 2014 and the Master Plan public hearings. He encouraged the public to attend these hearings and provide their input. In closing, 

Councilman St. Pierre wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving. 
 

PRESIDENT ROUSSEL – President Roussel explained to the Public the progress of the Master Plan since it began in 2010 and he applauds and 

commends the members of the Planning Commission and Mr. Gravois on their work and the hours spent thus far on the Master Plan. 
 

CHAIRMAN BRAZAN – Chairman Brazan said we are still paying for the 2005 and 2008 hurricanes on electric bills and he asked Secretary 

Rodrigue to find out how long this would continue. He also asked if those affected by Hurricane Sandy on the east coast are paying this surcharge 
to their electric companies. Chairman Brazan has an issue regarding communication towers and he asked Mr. Mohon to review our 

communications tower ordinance, as well as those from surrounding parishes. He shared his comments on the success of the Veterans Day 

Celebration. Chairman Brazan understands the concerns of the residents regarding the Wolverine facility and he shared his comments on this 
issue, as well as the Master Plan.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

After determining there was no additional business to come before the council, on a motion offered by Councilman Ketchens, seconded by 

Councilman Brass and carried, the meeting adjourned at 7:25 p.m. 
 

                      s/ Angele R. Rodrigue, Secretary      


