
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 

COUNCIL OF THE PARISH OF ST. JAMES, STATE OF LOUISIANA 

TAKEN AT A REGULAR MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, JUNE 5, 2013 

 

 

The Council of the Parish of St. James, State of Louisiana, met in regular session in the Council Chambers of the Parish Courthouse in Convent, 

Louisiana, on Wednesday, June 5, 2013, at 6:30 p.m. 
 

On roll call, the following were recorded present: Councilmen Alvin St. Pierre, Jr., Jason Amato, Terry McCreary, Ralph Patin, Charles 

Ketchens, Kendricks Brass and Chairman James Brazan.  
 

Those also in attendance were: Angele Rodrigue, Council Secretary; Timothy P. Roussel, Parish President; Eric Deroche, Director of Emergency 

Preparedness; Michelle Octave, Director of Human Resources; Chantal T. Waguespack, Director of Finance; Jody Chenier, Director of 
Operations, and Bruce Mohon, Legal Advisor. 

 

Councilman Amato offered the invocation and Councilman McCreary led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 

The Honorable James Brazan, Chairman, duly convened the Council of the Parish of St. James, State of Louisiana, and stated that the Council 

was ready for the transaction of business.   

 

MINUTES 

 
On a motion offered by Councilman St. Pierre and seconded by Councilman Patin, the minutes of the May 15, 2013 council meeting were 

approved as distributed, and the reading of these minutes dispensed with. 

 

HEAD START FINANCIAL & ATTENDANCE REPORTS 

 

Before approving the Head Start Financial and Attendance Reports, Chairman Brazan asked Secretary Rodrigue to read aloud and include in the 

minutes the following summary of Head Start Budget cuts. 

 
SUMMARY OF HEAD START BUDGET CUTS 2013 - 2014 

 

St. James Parish Government Head Start has been directed to submit adjustments to the 2013-2014 grant application electronically via the Head 
Start Enterprise System (HSES) to address the 5.27% federal budget cut of $72,097.00 due to the sequestration.  The total adjusted amount 

awarded is $1,319,931 for continued operation of the Head Start program, which is estimated to be about $6,026 per child.  The table also shows 

the 20% of Non-Federal Shares which is the responsibility of the grantee as required by Office of Head Start (OHS). (Please refer to table #1 
below). 

 

PROGRAM ACCOUNT (PA) ORIGINAL  

FUNDING 

CURRENT 

FUNDED 

ENROLLMENT 

AMMENDED 

FUNDING 

PROPOSED 

FUNDED 

ENROLLMENT 

PA 4122 – Head Start Program Operations $1,368,073 231 $1,295,976  190 

PA 4120 – Head Start Training and Technical 
Assistance 

 $23,955   $23,955  

Total Federal Award $1,392,028 231 $1,319,931  190 

Grantee’s Non-Federal Shares (20%) $346,064  $329,983  

Application Total $1,738,092 231 $1,649,914 190 

Table 1: Previous and Amended Funding  
 

Ideally, the proposed budget cuts would reduce the number of eligible Head Start children by only 12 students in accordance with the OHS fiscal 

calculations.  However, the program faces additional challenges that will reduce the number of children drastically-   
 

(1) The limited number of three year olds residing in parish due to population decrease; 

(2) The school district competing for federal funds to serve additional low income 4-year olds, which are traditionally served in the “Dual 
Enrollment” program option.  The school district has only agreed to allow us to continue to partner to serve 20 students attending Fifth 

Ward Elementary. 

 

Program Operation  

 

The St. James Parish Government is planning to serve the projected 190 Head Start eligible 3 and 4 year old children throughout the parish, a 
reduction of 41 children from the current 231 funded enrollment.  The program will continue to operate a center based program for 5 days a 

week. 

According to the recent community assessment, the number of three year olds residing the parish has declined; thus the program will be 

conducting a second round of door to door recruitment activities throughout the parish during the month of July in attempts to locate all eligible 

three year olds residing in the service areas.  The eligible three year olds will be served in Head Start classrooms and centers located in the 2nd, 5th 

and 6th district of the parish as follows: 

 Welcome – 34 children 

 Lutcher – 68 children 

 Vacherie – 68 children 

 

The grantee will continue to collaborate with the school district to serve Head Start eligible 4 year olds entering the Pre-K classes at the Fifth 

Ward Elementary for PY 2013-2014.  The grantee will also work to collaborate with the school district to increase the proposed number of 4 year 
olds by at least 20 additional students, for a total of 40 children being served in Dual Enrollment.  However, these meetings have not been 

scheduled at this time. 

 

Additional Factors to Consider 

 
The reduction of number of children serve will also result in the following: 

 Elimination of at least 3 teaching positions, more depending on the success of recruitment of three year olds and the negotiations with 

the school district to continue the “Dual Enrollment” partnership; 

 Grass cutting service contract with CJ Lawn Services; 

 Elimination of the vacant data entry position; and 

 Elimination of the vacant child specific aide position. 

 

The table below depicts the possible reduction in teaching staff according the children enrollment numbers. 
 



Proposed 
Enrollment 

# of Classrooms  

(includes 1 Dual Enrolled class at Fifth 

Ward) 

Projected # of Teaching Staff Projected # of Teaching Positions That 
will be Eliminated 

139 8 15 9 

156 9 17 7 

173 10 19 5 

190 11 21 3 

Table 3:  Projected Enrollment Impacts on Staffing 

 

The proposed plan will ensure that the program maintains high quality, comprehensive services.  The short and long range goals and objectives 
will not be changed as the program will strive to work within the budget constraints to achieve desired outcomes for all eligible children and 

families served within the community, while making necessary improvements to continue the successful operation of the St. James Parish 

Government Head Start program.   
 

The Head Start Financial and Attendance Reports for April 2013 were then approved on a motion offered by Councilman McCreary and 

seconded by Councilman Patin. 
 

At this time Councilman Amato offered and moved for adoption RESOLUTION 13-87, A RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND 

CONGRATULATING THE LUTCHER HIGH SCHOOL BASEBALL TEAM ON WINNING THE 2013 CLASS 4A STATE 

BASEBALL CHAMPIONSHIP.   After the resolution was read aloud by Secretary Rodrigue, Councilman McCreary offered a second, and the 

resolution was unanimously adopted. A plaque was presented to the coaches and players. 

 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT   
 

President Roussel began his report by providing the Council with updates and information on the following: additional CDBG funding to 
resurface additional streets; a request received regarding a Wall of Fame/Recognition at the parish libraries; National Flood Insurance Program 

and Biggert-Waters act update; Canadian National railroad maintenance update; update on profile of Youth Center; meeting with Sheriff Martin 

and staff regarding a possible work release program at Youth Center after its closure; First Aid and CPR training for all DHR shelter workers on 
June 18; West Shore Lake Pontchartrain Hurricane Protection feasibility study update; explained refinancing of General Obligation Bonds; 

Senate Resolution 97 by Senator Troy Brown creating the Southeast Louisiana Task Force for Growth and Opportunity (SEL-GO); first named 
tropical storm of the 2013 hurricane season; and update on River Region Caucus Day at the State Legislature yesterday. 

 

President Roussel then answered questions from Councilman McCreary regarding Sheriff Martin’s plans for the Youth Center. 
 

PRESENTATIONS AND PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
Glen Millet, Chairman of the Planning Commission presented the Planning Commission’s annual report. Mr. Millet stated the duties and mission 

of the Planning Commission, members of the Commission and items approved over the past year. Upon questioning from Councilman Amato, 

President Roussel told Mr. Millet and the Council that Blaise Gravois, Assistant Director of Operations, will be working with Mr. Chenier and the 
Planning Commission on the Comprehensive Master Plan. Mr. Millet provided information on the committee and meetings scheduled regarding 

the Master Plan and invited council members to attend. 

 

Ridgely Mitchel updated the Council on the Youth Center. Mr. Mitchell told the Council that plans are for the Youth Center to be totally shut 

down between June 26 and June 29. He referenced a newspaper article regarding Assumption Sheriff Mike Waguespack and his juvenile facility. 

Mr. Deroche explained that Sheriff Martin is meeting with the Assumption Parish School Board regarding education of juveniles while in the 
juvenile facility. Mr. Deroche answered a question from Councilman Brass regarding securing beds at the Assumption facility. Councilman 

Amato asked if someone could take pictures of the Assumption facility for the council to view. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED  
 

Secretary Rodrigue read a letter form Assessor Glenn Waguespack requesting the Council schedule a Board of Review for September 18, 2013 to 
hear protest from taxpayers on their 2013 assessments. 

 

APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 
 

Councilman McCreary offered and moved for adoption RESOLUTION 13-88, A RESOLUTION REAPPOINTING LOUIS KLIEBERT TO 

THE ST. JAMES PARISH ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT BOARD. The resolution was seconded by Councilman Patin and unanimously 
adopted. 

 

RESOLUTION 13-89, A RESOLUTION APPOINTING LLOYD BARTLEY TO THE DISTRICT 2 RECREATION BOARD, was 
offered and moved for adoption by Councilman Amato. Councilman St. Pierre offered a second, and the resolution was unanimously adopted. 

 

Councilman McCreary offered and moved for adoption RESOLUTION 13-90, A RESOLUTION APPOINTING CRAIG JAMES TO THE 

KEEP ST. JAMES BEAUTIFUL BOARD. The resolution was seconded by Councilman Patin and unanimously adopted. 

 

RESOLUTION 13-91, A RESOLUTION REAPPOINTING A. J. LAICHE TO THE ST. JAMES PARISH ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT BOARD, was offered and moved for adoption by Councilman St. Pierre. Councilman McCreary offered a second, and the 

resolution was unanimously adopted. 

 
Councilman St. Pierre offered and moved for adoption RESOLUTION 13-92, A RESOLUTION REAPPOINTING MAC BORDELON TO 

THE ST. JAMES PARISH ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT BOARD. The resolution was seconded by Councilman Amato and unanimously 

adopted. 
 

RESOLUTION 13-93, A RESOLUTION REAPPOINTING PAUL AUCOIN TO THE ST. JAMES PARISH ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT BOARD, was offered and moved for adoption by Councilman Ketchens. Councilman Brass offered a second, and the 
resolution was unanimously adopted. 

 

Councilman Patin offered and moved for adoption RESOLUTION 13-94, A RESOLUTION REAPPOINTING CHARLES MARTIN TO 

THE ST. JAMES PARISH ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT BOARD. The resolution was seconded by Councilman St. Pierre and 

unanimously adopted. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

After questions from councilmen were answered by President Roussel and Mr. Chenier, ORDINANCE 13-04, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 

CHAPTER 94, SOLID WASTE, OF THE ST. JAMES PARISH CODE OF ORDINANCES, TO PROVIDE FOR NUISANCE 

MOSQUITO SPRAYING AND TO PROVIDE FOR FEES CHARGED, having undergone the hearing process, was then offered and moved 
for adoption by Councilman Brass and seconded by Councilman St. Pierre.  After a roll call vote with St. Pierre, McCreary, Patin, Brass, Brazan 

voting for, Amato voting against and Ketchens abstaining, the ordinance was adopted. 

 

 

 

 



NEW BUSINESS 

 
Councilman St. Pierre offered and moved for adoption RESOLUTION 13-95, A RESOLUTION COMMENDING LILLIAN SIMON FOR 

HER 44 YEARS OF DEDICATED SERVICE TO ST. JAMES PARISH AS A MEMBER OF THE ST. JAMES PARISH LIBRARY 

BOARD, after the resolution was read aloud by Secretary Rodrigue. Councilman McCreary offered a second, and after a unanimous roll call 

vote, the resolution was unanimously adopted. 

 

RESOLUTION 13-96, A RESOLUTION DESIGNATING THE ENTERPRISE AS OFFICIAL JOURNAL OF THE ST. JAMES 

PARISH COUNCIL FOR FISCAL YEAR 2013-2014, was offered and moved for adoption by Councilman Brass and seconded by 

Councilman Ketchens. The resolution was then unanimously adopted. 

 
Councilman Amato offered and moved for adoption RESOLUTION 13-97, A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PARISH PRESIDENT 

TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH THE LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES FOR THE ST. JAMES 

PARISH COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM. The resolution was seconded by Councilman Patin and unanimously adopted. 
 

RESOLUTION 13-98, A RESOLUTION SCHEDULING A BOARD OF REVIEW FOR SEPTEMBER 18, 2013, was offered and moved 

for adoption by Councilman Ketchens. Councilman St. Pierre offered a second, and the resolution was unanimously adopted. 
 

Councilman McCreary offered and moved for adoption RESOLUTION 13-99, A RESOLUTION ADOPTING A STREET LIGHT POLICY 

FOR THE ST. JAMES PARISH GOVERNMENT. The resolution was seconded by Councilman Patin and unanimously adopted. 
 

RESOLUTION 13-100, A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PARISH PRESIDENT TIMOTHY P. ROUSSEL TO SIGN A CONTRACT 

WITH ASCENSION PARISH ANIMAL CONTROL FOR THE IMPOUNDMENT OF ANIMALS IN THE UNINCORPORATED 

AREAS OF ST. JAMES PARISH, was offered and moved for adoption by Councilman Brass. A second was provided by Councilman 

McCreary and the resolution was unanimously adopted. 

 

Councilman Brass offered and moved for adoption RESOLUTION 13-101, A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PARISH 

PRESIDENT’S OFFICE TO ADVERTISE FOR SALE AND TO RECEIVE BIDS FOR THE MOVABLE PROPERTY KNOWN AS 

THE SOUTH VACHERIE HEAD START MODULAR BUILDING, LOCATED ON THE GROUNDS AT 19165 HIGHWAY 643, 

VACHERIE, LOUISIANA. The resolution was seconded by Councilman Ketchens and unanimously adopted. 

 

PROPOSED ORDINANCE 13-06, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ST. JAMES PARISH CODE OF ORDINANCES, CHAPTER 

26, CIVIC AND CULTURAL FACILITIES AND AFFAIRS, ADDING SECTION 26-3, PARISH WELCOME CENTER PAVILION 

AND GROUNDS – USER FEES ESTABLISHED; TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR USE, was introduced on a motion offered by 
Councilman Amato and seconded by Councilman St. Pierre. After a unanimous roll call vote, the introduction of the ordinance was accepted and 

ordered filed with the Secretary for public inspection and publication of Notice of Public Hearing, which was scheduled for 6:15 p.m., 

Wednesday, June 19, 2013, in the Council Chambers of the Parish Courthouse Annex in Vacherie. 
 

After an explanation by President Roussel and questions from Councilman Brass were answered by Mr. Chenier, Councilman Patin then offered 

and moved for adoption RESOLUTION 13-102, A RESOLUTION COMMITTING LOCAL FUNDS FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF 

THE DISTRICT 4 COMMUNITY CENTER UNDER THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT DISASTER 

RECOVERY PROGRAM. The resolution was seconded by Councilman Ketchens and unanimously adopted with Brass abstaining. 

 

RESOLUTION 13-103, A RESOLUTION STATING THE ST. JAMES PARISH COUNCIL’S ENDORSEMENT OF SOUTH 

LOUISIANA METHANOL TO PARTICIPATE IN THE BENEFITS OF THE LOUISIANA ENTERPRISE ZONE/QUALITY JOBS 

PROGRAM, was offered and moved for adoption by Councilman Brass. Councilman McCreary provided a second, and the resolution was then 
unanimously adopted. 

 

Councilman Brass then offered and moved for adoption RESOLUTION 13-104, A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PARISH PRESIDENT 

TIMOTHY P. ROUSSEL TO NEGOTIATE A CONTRACT WITH A MOSQUITO CONTROL CONTRACTOR. The resolution was 

seconded by Councilman McCreary and unanimously adopted. 

 
After a discussion took place among the Council, President Roussel and Mrs. Octave regarding cuts to Head Start, RESOLUTION 13-105, A 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE GOVERNING BOARD’S APPROVAL OF THE 5.27% REDUCTION FOR THE HEAD 

START PROGRAM ACCORDING TO THE FEDERAL SEQUESTRATION BUDGET CUTS, was offered and moved for adoption by 
Councilman Amato. Councilman St. Pierre provided a second, and the resolution was then unanimously adopted. 

 

COUNCILMEN’S REPORT 

 

COUNCILMAN ST. PIERRE – Councilman St. Pierre recognized Gramercy Mayor Terry Borne. Councilman St. Pierre shared his comments 

and concerns, as well as those of the Gramercy Mayor, on the recycling bins and the service provided by Ramelli Waste. President Roussel told 
Councilman St. Pierre that he received a recycling contact from Councilman McCreary today and a meeting has been scheduled for June 17. 

Councilman St. Pierre was invited to attend this meeting. In closing, Councilman St. Pierre asked for and received an update on Ferrero Canal. 

 
COUNCILMAN AMATO – Councilman Amato recognized Lutcher Alderman Donald Batiste. He thanked President Roussel and Mr. Chenier 

for their efforts regarding the National Flood Insurance Act. Regarding the RV park campground ordinance, Councilman Amato told his fellow 

councilmen that progress is being made on this issue. 
 

COUNCILMAN MCCREARY – Upon questioning, Councilman McCreary received an update from President Roussel and Mr. Chenier on the 

East Bank Drainage Study. Councilman McCreary explained the need for a naming or numbering system for identifying all of the drainage canals 
on the East Bank and throughout the parish, as well as the benefit of such a system. Councilman McCreary received an update from Mr. Chenier 

on the East Bank Water System Study, which Councilman McCreary said will identify problem areas and develop a plan to address these areas. 

He commented on the poor condition of Hwy 3125 and President Roussel shared information he received from DOTD regarding the overlaying 
of Hwy 3125. Councilman McCreary congratulated Brandon Gravois on being nominated for the Louisiana Young Farmer of the Year award. 

Councilman McCreary shared problems with the dumpster at Paulina Park and asked Mr. Chenier to have a lock installed on the dumpster.  

 

COUNCILMAN PATIN – Councilman Patin thanked Mrs. Octave for her assistance in identifying individuals interested in representing District 

4 on the Library Board and Council on Aging, as well as the assistance she provided to a constituent of his. 
 

COUNCILMAN KETCHENS – Councilman Ketchens asked Mr. Chenier to have the three spotlights in the District 5 Park repaired. He, also, 

asked Mr. Chenier to have the grass cut along the sidewalk from Jones Street to Big Boy Street. Upon questioning, Councilman Ketchens 
received an update on the contract for senior meals from President Roussel and Mrs. Octave. 

 

COUNCILMAN BRASS – Councilman Brass asked Mr. Chenier to check on work orders for ditches on Forrestal Street and Collins Street. He 
received an update from Mr. Chenier on the pavilion and benches at the District 6 Park. In closing, Councilman Brass commented on moving 

forward with mosquito control and asked that Mayor Borne of Gramercy be included in any meetings or negotiations on this issue. 

 

LEGAL ADVISOR – Legal Advisor Mohon told the Council that a draft of the RV park ordinance should be sent by the end of next week for 

their review.  

 

CHAIRMAN BRAZAN –Chairman Brazan asked President Roussel and Mr. Chenier to meet with him to discuss drainage issues in the 

Molasion area, while the parish is in the process of digging ditches in this area. He told Mr. Chenier that several lights are out along the Bayou 

Chevreil road and asked that they be repaired. Upon questioning, Chairman Brazan received an update from Mr. Deroche on the time clock. 
 

 

 



ADJOURNMENT 

 

After determining there was no additional business to come before the council, on a motion offered by Councilman Brass seconded by 

Councilman Ketchens and carried, the meeting adjourned at8:11 p.m. 

   
                     s/  Angele R. Rodrigue, Secretary      


